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Tur common- place reaſon, aſſigned by authors 
for the publication of their compoſitions, namely 
—the importunity of their friends, is the beſt excuſe 
I can make for publiſhing the following. Sermon. 
As I did not write one page of it till ſeveral weeks 
after it was preached, it is poſſible there may be 
fome variation in the language, but I think I have 
recollected every Idea, which is the chief point. 
In a few places I have added a little, to illuſtrate 
what I before delivered, and have changed two or 
three expreſſions which were thought too ſtrong. 
If I have borrowed any thing which is not acknow- 
ledged, it was not with defign. In reading a vaſt 
number of books, (every intelligent perſon will 
allow) it is noteaſy always to diſtinguiſh our own 
thoughts, nor even words, from "thoſe of others: 
There are a few quotations from Blackſtone's 
Commentaries ;-and ſome thoughts from different 
authors on religious liberty, which are not marked, 
on account of their being mixed with thoughts of 


| Wa 

My own. I hope” mentioning this; once for "Att? 
will be ſufficient. What I have ſaid, concern- 
ing Toleration, which ſome may think ſevere, 


is ſufficiently guarded by what goes before and 


follows. The empire of conſcience is ſacred 


to the © Judge of all the earth; and therefore it 


is of ſerious conſequence for any man, either to 
give up his confcience to another, or to ſuffer ano- 


ther to give up his conſcience to him: and he who 


is ſenſible of the neceſſity of preſerving inviolably 


this important truſt, will not be offended at whay 


I have written on the: ſubject. 
One good end may be anſwered by this little 
| SuBlication, it will ſhew*\ that a firm adherence to 
the principles of unlimited religious liberty, is 

perfectly conſiſtent with a ſteadfaſt attachment to 
our King, whom I earneſtly pray God to bleſs, 
and our civil conſtitution, which in itſelf is excel» 
lent, and of which I highly. approve.  .. 8 

I beg the reader not to judge of the whole by a 
Jingle paſſage, till he hs read it through. He will 
then be better qualified to condemn or approve. 


- 


- BaisTor, May, 22, 1794. 
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Ti changes which take place, in the courſe ha Ko years, | = [| 


in the various concerns of mankind, are not more furpriſing than 


2 difference, which an' alteration of eireumſtances, in à ſhort | 14 


time, wilt produce i in human language, and that both with reſpe®& _ 
to the meaning and i importance of words. To be convinced of A 


this, we need only to obſerve chat part of our own N n i 
relates to our political diviſions. „nen! = | 


When the minds of men are influenced 171 ſelf * or b 


mee their expreſſions vary with their fituation; Some acci- | 4 I 
dental citcumſtance produces a new word, or gives an old one 4 || 
new-meaniing which greatly increaſes its importance. Hence ſome _ |. 


words and phraſes, for the time being, are almoſt idolized, while 


others, with equal warmth,” are perfeclly execrated: ſome grow '& of 1 


obſolete, and are laid alide; and others rife into repute; and, 


by their being particularly applied for a time, become of fufficſent i 
note to denominate (not only parties, but) whole nations. 


Trifling es theſe obſervations may at firſt appear, à littte 
conſideration will convince us of their real weight, ſince nothing is 
inſignificant which may be produftive'of great conſequences. * , 

When we read in the Hiſtory of England, the names by which 
contending parties have diſtinguiſhed each other, ſuch as Cava- 

lierr and Round-heads, ' Petitioners and Abhorrers, Whigs and 
Tories, and when we eonſider how odious any of theſe appel- 


lations rendered thoſe ts whoufhey were applied, i in theeſteem .4 | 1 


of the oppoſite party, it will not be thought a matter of indiſſe- 
rence, by what names we are called, or what phraſes we make tle 
of. Some of theſe party-pames are now unintelligible, extept to 
reading people, and no paſſion is excited by their being mentioned. 
But there are other words adopted 1 in their room, which ate reci- 


Procally applied with equal virulence, For inſtance, who would = | 
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"I E=x but 1 77 2 —= E words Repabinany © 
and Loyalist would Ever. have been uſed in England as they are 


at preſent 7 IF a man now ſay any thing in defence of the privi- 


leges of the people, eſpecially if he name the Rights of man, 
bei is immediately termed a RzevotytionifF, and conſidered by 
many as ah enemy to all | ſubordination, and as defirous of over- 
turning the State, On the other hand, if a man expreſs his love to 
the King and the laws of his eduntty, and diſcover a wiſh to 
fappreſs untuly people, for fear of their doing miſchief, he i is 
called an ALARMI1ST, and repreſented as wiſhing to deſtroy 

liberty and to eſtabliſh de ſpotiſm. That there may be men in the 
nation who would exalt the roy al prerogatives above all law is poſ- 
ſible: and there may be thoſe who would level all orders of men, 


and overturn the ſtate: But I hope the number of eicher is ſmall, 


as they are alike enemies to our conſtitution, Whether it was by 
the contrivance of either of theſe parties, or by mere accident, 


that the word EguariTy became aſſociated with the word Li- 


BERTY; I know not; but it is certain much confuſion has been 
tauſed thereby. Liberty has, in one way or other, employed the 


pens of hundreds, and has been ſufficiently explained: but the 


word EgQuaLirty. is ſtill ambiguous. - In ſome reſpetis men are 
equal, in other they are not, and in ſome they may or may not be 
fo; As che word is ſcriptural, and there fore ought to be explained; 

and as it is now important, and will furniſh us with abundance of 


inatter ſuitable to the preſent occaſion, I ſhall avail GE this 
| bppottunity, and endeavour to ſhew, 


131.1 


I. In what reſpells all mankind are perfeAly equal : 
II: Wherein an exatt equality is impoſſible; And 


=: IH 1 Wherein mankind may or may. not be equal, L 


I. And firſt, I am to ſhew, wherein all mankind are perfe&tly equal. 
11 It is certain they are all equally creatures; 1 
4e In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth; “ 


| | khd Man, in particular was the work of his hands. The prophet 


Malachi urges this fatt as an argument againſt the wicked prieſts, 
who dealt treacherouſly with the people of God. Have we not 
all dne father p Hath not one God cteated us ?” And it ought 


always to have weight with us: It is a humbling conſideration ; a 


bie while * 1 Was . l I had no more being than the 
meaneſi 
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| profucrd allo the Jowelt and leaſi of infefs ; and, "conſidered with 
relation..to God, I am ne way, ſuperior to them, let alone toy 


ind; for all are equally. his creatures; made ar he ſaw good,. 


| his own., ſovereiſ, will and power. It is true, in one ſenſe, 
there is ſomę ching pleaſing in thethought—a wiſe: and good being 


wade uz 2, and therefore we mention it in our prayers, to enliven. | 


out devotion—* Be ye ſure that the Lord he is God; it is he that 
bath made us, and not we ourſelves.” And David pleadsjit \ with 
Godi in his prayer for underſtanding —*+ Thy hands haye made and 
faſhjoned me ;. give me underſtanding that ] may Jears thy com- 
erte But the thoughts of our being ,God'y; erestures, 
can. only, | be: pleabog to a pious : mind, as they flow, from divine 
e in the heart; and this no way weakens the force of bat 1 
Ns thay, as WE are all Frome we are all verſe 
— Mankind are all — mich reſpeft 10 e depras 40 
through the ſin of our firſt parents. By one man, fin entered; 
into the world, and death by fin ; and ſo death paſſed upon all 


men, for that all have ſinned.“ As ALL never did fin perſonally, | 


by an actual tranſgreſſion of any known law, the meaping can only 
Fe! that, they fell in Adam: and to this agree the following words, 


© By the offence of one, judgment came upon all men to condem- 5 


e by one mans diſobedjence they were made ſinnerz. 
a this ſenſe mankind are perfeftly equal; There is no difference, 
for all have ſinned, and come ſhort of the glory of God,” This is 
4 mortifying reflexion to human pride; * Every, mouth muſt be 
flopped, that all the world may become (ſubjeR to the  julgment 
of, and appear) guilty befare God,” 

3 As all are equally partakers of the . corruption of 
gur nature, ſo all are under the ſame neceſſity of being ſaved hy 
| the free | grace. of God, through Chriſt Jeſus, without which we 
can do nothing | but fin, The plan of human redemption,. laid by 
* the determinate counſe] and foreknowledge of God” mul Rand, 
"The ſum of this 1 is, that Jeſus Chriſt the Lord of glory, $5 was 
delivered for our offences, and was raiſed again for our 15 ige 
Neither is there ſalvation 1 in any other; for there 1 is none other 


name under heaven given among men whereby we muſt be ſaved.“ 
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Fbondur iu the du. By che deedb df che law; there helf ne nen 
de jiftified.” “ Repentance toward Cod; and Filth to, rd ohr 
Lord Jefus Chtift,” are eſſentially neceſſary to dur being juHdZ 
and thefe is n exception, under' the goſpel diſpenfation; in fbr 
of any. Thereſère 41 L muſt <'repent' and believe the yoſpet, “ 
in order to their receiving the 1 * God, nt 
wn. e en 
"Without holineſs wo man (can ſee the Locd. Here alſo all 
Axe en Who enter into Heaven, muſt be born again—cheif 
beats wut be Thanged, and they muſt becom new creatures. 
The fankliftcatich of our nätüre is indiſpenſibly neceffity to ou 
_ enjoytnff the pute plexſures Whith' ate at God's right hand. And 
if ile ticceNary, in the natute of things, for any one man, it ivy 
26d mitt be Lo, for all men, for zz much as" all are borw alike; 
Equality ih this particular, is truly alarming, if we look at the 
world li general: How few comparatively lay it to heart, fo ds to 
be determined by the grace of God, to“ cleanſe themſelves from 
all anten of be lefh and fpirit, perfecting holineſs in the fear of 
Cod O ye, who are "calle after the name of Chrifl, let this 
fäl trum Hnuk deep into your ſouls—the day is coming when 
 Hothifigbiutthe' image of God will be conſidered as lle moo of 
Fout being heirs of glory, : hy rn OF" | 
5. The elements which are titelfary to the being and fuppott 
of any one tal ate neceffary to the being and Tupport of a 
Wittout che air, the earth, the fire, and the water, how coull 
fie exiſt more than another ? In this ſenſe chen, there i is Equa- 
tity: And the due conſideration of this, ought never to be out 
of out minds, There may be a natural difference in climates, and 
artificial means may be uſed by ſome, to make their ſituation 
ſomewhat more agreeable ; but does any one breathe another air 
than is breathed by all F Is there any other fun to warm on than 
another? The ſame earth and water, however they may be vari- | 
ouſly tompounded, are the common ſources of ſuſtenance to all. 
No doubt the Almighty could ſupport man without the uſe of any 
means; but till it be proved that he does thus ſupport ſome, and 
| theteby diſtinguiſh them from others, we conclude from fakt againſt 
r * herein all are equal. 3 | 
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Fhuality is "this." To be free among the dead, 1 A leni ſon of * 1 * 


that commoriwealth, where all difference is at an end; where it 
may be ſaid to cach, © che worms are ſpread under ds and the 2 


worms” cover thee.“ Whatwconclufion of earthly. greameſs is 
Here! The wiſe wan dieth «ven as the fool; and & hat Which 1 
befalleth the ſons of men, befalleih beaſls, even one thing befalleth/ "of 
them : as the one diech, ſo die th the other, yea, they have all ona 
breath, ſb that à man hath no pre-eminence above a beaſt: for all 
is vanity, 'All go to one place; all are of the duſt, and all turn to 
duſt again,” What medicine or human {kill may do ft a hort 
feaſon, is ſcarcely worth naming ;' for, * there is no man hath 
power over the ſpirit to retain the fpitit; neither hath he power 14 
in the day of death; and there is no diſcharge in that wat, neither 11 
ſhall wickednefs deliver thoſe that are given to it 1“ uo, nor the = 
 Arifte . 
evil, all muſt yield to his te ſiſlleſs power. * 
J. But this i is not the laſt ching in which all ate equal. Abies 
death, follows the judgment of the great day, where there will be 
4 no reſpeft of perſons,” A terrible equality this to the haughty 
Fpirit of all the proud, and all that do wickedly.“ How diffe- 
rent from any thing that ever was ſeen among the children of men 
The people of every age, and of all nations aſſembled before the 
dead tribunal of the impartial “ Judge of all che earth!“ Se 
St. Paul informs us, We muſt all appear before the judgment?⸗- WH 
ſeat of Chriſt; that every one may receive the things done in the = |. 
body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.“ 
Did mankind but ſeriouſly reflect on the coming of Chriſt, and 
che account they are to give for all the talents with which they 
were entraſted, it would not be poſſible for them to liveas they 
generally do. And remembering the Equality that will then ta 
place, would ſurely prevent their being either puffed up; vr cuſt 
down, on account of any worldly titles or 8 3 
at preſent diſtinguiſh one mortal from another. 

8. Thus far Equalicy has been conſidered in a way N 
nel, although in ſeveral reſpetts of great moment, having 
Eonfiderable influence upon our conduRt, as moral and religious 


ee. But there are other — in which all men are 
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LUTE Aenf TO INPARTIAL „ 2 UST 10K, r Non has a rige 
from Cod id mjure another. in his Person, property, ot character. 
Our Saviour! 's words are clear and eaſy, to be underſtood—(6 All 
chings whatſoever you would chat men ſhould do te you, do ye ven 
to them: for this ĩs the lav and the prophets,” And from this 
| law there is no appeal: The obligations to justice are univerſally, 
and invariably binding. Upon this priociple the whole ſcience of, 
juriſprudence is founded. This is an unalienable Right of man 
; from man. Nor will it beeaſy..t9 nd wards, which. conve 
| meaning better than that phraſe-which, has been ſo much abuſed, 
The rights of man: The running title of the Arlt Book of. 
Blackſione's Commentaries on-the Laws of England is, „The 
Rightsof Perſons, which is the ſame thing, And, though mardi g 
are of little conſcquence but as they imply things; yet, as things are 
fo conneſted with words, on many ſubjedts, that the giving up az 
word may imply giving up the thing ; it is worth while t9.conſidery, 
whether any one need, or ought to inſiſt upon another” $ abandan- 
Ing an expreſſion, unleſs he actually intend to make him abandon, 
the thing which ſuch an expreſſion ſignifies? This obſeryatiow 
took ita xiſe from ſome having. audaciouſly aſſerted, that, Nag 
has no rights! An aſſertion that, if ftcily attended to, amounts 
to dowuright TREASON. For, if an, chat 15, mankind, have 
5 Tights, chen no order of men can. have any; as as excluding. a, 
; thing entirely from a whole, neceſſarily. excludes it from the 
| a6veral parts, This is ſtriking at the root of all order and govern- 
went, and opening the way for rebellion, anarchy; and; all the 
— man can dis, on man. n. prove I 1 no 


| ee! ſcurrility. Arbe have no ee. and prpperiy, | 
Ie cannot be wronged by being plundered and, enſlaved, If he, 
| Hee m6 right to the titles and dignity of an office, how can he be 
| wronged by being deprived thereof ? —In ſhort, if a man have ng. 


night to life; he is not wronged. by being murdered. Injuſſice 
only exiſts by its oppoſite. If then mankind have not an abſolute, 
night to ſtrict and impartial juſtice from their fellow creatures; in 
er _ caſe, there can be no ſuch thing 3 25 injuſtice i in what, 
seg ever 
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| ceremont as day Ger rich from this Meſt eren. Dead N. 5 
ful effects may be produced even from intimations of this kinds - 1 
which have ſo manifeſt! a . weaken: n w © BM 
moral virtue. But, ** 1. 4 5 = 
gd However e the e Wa may appear, and 
beceres highly it may be eſteemed a5 the natural, and equal right 
of every individual of the human ſpecies, which it certainly is 3 
yet, there is a ſenſe i in which it is peculiarly-and moſt ſacredly * 
and in Whirh all , mankind are perfectly and entirely in kind 
and degree, on equality with each other; namely, ©7770 | 
22 +. UNCONDTROLED_ -LLBERSKL. : OF, CONSCIENCE $ 
that is; an abſolute, indefeiſible right to think and determine fas 
themſelves in every thing purely religious. In other words it is 
the unalienable birthright of every human being to chooſe hixown | 
religion, and to worſhip God as he pleaſes; provided that he 
behave himſelf with propriety in all things relating to the comm 
nity. But if a man mix different, ſubzefts with his religion, which 
are of evil tendency to others, and ſuffer from the civil power on 
this account, this is not (perſecution, he ſuffers juſtly as an, & eyil- 
doer, and as a buſy-body in other men's matters. „ (1 Pet. ivo.1g.) 
But it a number of people, or an individual, ſimply wiſh to think 
of Godas well as they can; and. to worſhip him in their own ways 
can any man- interfere by coercive meaſures, .. without . exalting 
himſelf in the temple of Cod, and uſurping the dominion of * 
conſcience, which is the ſacred prerogative of the Moſt High? 
(2 Theſ. ii. 4.) The man who would fine or impriſon another, for 
praying. or preaching, would. not ſcruple to carry his s point | further, 
nor be ſatisfied but with the death of thoſe who oppoſed him: * 
| burning t them alive is s only t the fame ne principle operating with greater | 
energy. It is in in vain to urge, that force may be of uſe to reclaim 1 
ignorant; refraftory. people: Perſecution may make hypocrites 0 5 14 
but it never did, it never will make rational converts to pure and. 4 
undefiled religion. The utmoſt length that mortal beings have ax tf 
right to go; in firiwing to make others think and act as they do on | 
religious ſubjects, is to reaſon with, and perſuade them, by affeg-\ 
tionate words and ſound arguments. 
While a man approves himſelf a good citizen; have aber Pop 7 1 


ar Biſhops Councils or Convocations—Parliaments or Kings; the} | 


A” N N 
1 Ae is Mere r 
5 religion? Even Parents, who are accountable 16 God for tho way 
in which they educate their Children, have no pOer d refrain 
and compel them in teligious concerns, after they bdcueme 
| $eevuntable for their on konduft. Patents" ure commänded to 
bring up their children in the inſtruttiom and diſcipline of the 
Lord: but there is no direction ; En er 3 when 
7150 are able to judge for themſelves. 4s 
It has been objeRted, (to the Nel of ſuch eden) 
85 Civil Governots ought to force people 10 be xeligious's 
Ves, and to be of one religion, becauſe the Kings of Tract 
ere authoriſed to deſttoy idolators, and were blame@ for their 
negligence when they did not. But there is no reſemblance 
In the caſes, and therefore no argument can be dran from the 
compariſon, Not only the matter; but the mode alſo bf the 
Jewiſh” worthip was poſitively enjoined, and both were of A 
peculiar nature, referting to a higher diſpenſation, and: con- 
fiſting in butward ſhadows of good things to come; and it was 
neceſſary to preſerve theſe exattly as God had diretted them; 6h 
che aceount of their being typical. But Idolatty tended to. de- 
firoy the order of theſe, and ſo to break the conpexion and defeat the 
defign, it was therefore neceffary to deſtroy Idelators: Whereas 
_ Obriftianity is perfefily conſiſtent with a variety of modes 
ef worſhip, and of different religious opinions, being of a ſpiritual 
nature, and referring to no difpenſation beyond itſef. Again 
the-- Jewiſh religion and their ſtate polity were ſo-interweven, 
that to vary one was to endanger both: and if no other reafon 
could be affigned, the divine mandate was à ſufficient authority 
lor their condutt, > Bot who can produce ſuch authority now 
chor forcing Chriſtians to conform; againſt. their conſciences? 


© Beſides the religion of the geſpel js ſo ſimple and pure, | 


that it cannot be 'connefed with palitics, without ſuffering 
greatly by ſuch à junction. Moreover. 3 the ( kingdom of 
Chriſt is not of this world, and therefore his feryants do net 
ght; (John xviii. 36.) it is plain his kingdom, that is, genuine 
religion, does not need the aſſillance of human power, nor human 
. 1 to ſuppoti ies _ or to Further” its propogarion. 
7 * | { _ Nay, 
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al the. Seruians of human authority, enforced. by. alk the terrors of an 

inquiitign. or 4 bilhoy' 4 court, do irreparable miſchief tc to genuine 
{6 far: 25 they ire ſuffered to interfere. ; 

Many who have been aſhamed to defend aQtual perſecution, have | 
ſuppoſed, that. they ſettled this point ſo as to give, ge eneral ſatis- 
faction, by declaring in favour of Toleration, But the beſt 
that can be fad 1 in favour of Toleration is, chat it is tolerableu__ 
That it way be borne, where obiaining redreſs i is, impraflicables 
This, it will be allowed, is taying very little in ĩts favour; but the 
more cloſely the ſubjełt is examined, the more clearly i it will appear, 
that it admits of no better defence. Toleration in reli ligion proceeds 
from uſurped authority : for in reaſon, and agreeable to the Scrip- 
tures, as all men are 3 accountable to the fupreme Judge, 
according tg the light and opportunities with which they have been 
favqured, any- individual has an equal right to tolerate another, 
that another has to tolerate him, And, by parity of teaſon, each 
Has the ſame right to be intolerant, What is ſaid of individuals, 
is equally true of any given number, Hence a nation, or any body 
of people, ſetting up their own ſyſtem of opinions, or plan of 
church-government as a-tesf, and requiring others to conform 
thereto, under certain penalties if they do not, is as much an 
uſurpation of another's right, as if one man did ſo by his neigh- 
| hour; atid differs only in degrees of criminality, being ſo much 
more an evil, as refiftance is leſs eſfectual. The crime of robbery | 
and murdet is not leſſened, but rather increaſed, becauſe committed 
by a banditti, inſtead of a fingle villain. Beſide, after all that 
has been ſaid to the contrary; the giving à man. leave to worſhip 
God, does imply the blaſphemous oppolite—the giving God leave 
to be worſhipped; For, only put the queſtion, Is the man Hin- 
dered to worſhip God ? common ſetiſe demonſtrates, that God 
cannot receive the worſhip which the man is hindered to give him. 
In what an awful ſtate then are perſecutors! Any who thruſt 
themſelves between a rational, immortal ſpirit, and the God to 
whom alone it is accountable! Vet, where is the nation that has 
been always free from this horrid crime ® Pagans, Jews, Maho 
metans, Papiſts, . Proteſtants have perſecuted, and have heemn _ 
perſecuted, as they roſe or ſunk in worldly power. All owing = 


either to o the unnatural connexion of * intereſt with peculiar 
C | oo 


By r religion} e W Wal br dd 4 | 
J "Ignorance: cauſing them to place religion, not in loving God and 
their neighbour, but in notions, and the external focus of Worlhip'; 5 
and pride prompting them to make proſely ths. Having mean, 
| unworthy conceptions of God, is the cauſe of ſuperſtition and 
| bigotry ; and perſecution when not political, is their genuine 
offspring. The only remedy for the evils attendant on this mon- 
fer, i is to baniſh the principles. which produce i it: particularly, in 
every civilized country, to deſtroy the notion of men tolerating 
each other. Leave the human mind free to exerciſe, as it ſees 
good, the right of private judgment i in matters of faith and wor- 
ſhip; for HEREIN ALL MANKIND ARE PERFECTLY EQUAL 3 ] 
and all who obje& to this are porlecutors | in Fügen, whatever 
may be their conduR, 
II. Thus we. ſee in what reſpefts wankind are equal 2 
I proceed, ſecondly to ſhew wherein Equality is, in the preſent 
ſtate of things, impoſſible, 1 ſay, in the preſent ſlate of things 3 : 
for there is no natural neceſſity, why men might not be perfectly 
and conſtantly equal in all things, But as God in his infinite 
wiſdom hath ordered, or permitted things to be as ** are, there 
muſt be inequality. 
1. Mankind are not phy ſically "LM ; "TOW powers of both 
ſoul and body are exceedingly different. The ſtrength or weakneſs 
of che ſolid-parts of the body, together with the variation of che 
| fluids, occaſioning a good or bad conſtitution, depend upon innu- . 
merable ſecond cauſes, which produce ſo great a variety, that it 
may be doubted, - whether there ever were two human bodies 
exactly alike, either when they were born, or during the whole 
period of their exiſtence. And ſuch is the cloſe connexion of our 
fouls and bodies, that the one greatly affe&ts the other. The 
brain, which 1s the ſource of ſenſe and mot ion, being various in 
its fize and form, muſt cauſe an amazing difference in our intellec- 
tual fatulties. And though the Supreme Being can over- rule the 
natural tendency of any ſecond (cauſe, ſo that no effefts, or con- 
trary effefts ſhall be preduced; yet, as he never waſtes miracles, 
we generally ſee an agreement betwixt the end and the means. We 
obſerve a difference of capacity and inclination in little children, 
Quickneſs and dulneſs of apprehenſion, ſtrength and weakneſs of 


memory, chearfulneſs and heavanels of * and numberleſs 
| other 
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are concerned,” And it is, beyond a. doubt, impoſbble for the © 
utmoßt exertions of reaſon, aſſiſted by the beſt education, d pro- 
duce what we term genius. Hence we fay a man muſt be horn 2 
\port; a painter, a muſician, or he can never excel in thoſe fine arts. 9 
And not only arts and ſciences of a refined nature, but the common N 
employ ments of life often diſcover the peculiar propenſities with 
which different men were born, and which like a kind of inſtintt, 
or refiſtle inclination have determined them to engage in their 
various callings. This ſhews us the wiſdom and love of God, in 
chus providing for his creatures, being no ſmall proof of a particular 
providence; and at the ſame time demonſtrates that there is an 
INEQUALITY in human nature, * en . changes 
[ Which take place in this life, 
2, This unequal diftribution of natural n ma 
was. neceſſaty to their comfort and ſaſety. The weakneſs and 
conſtantly returning wants of man, beſide the ſufferings to which 
he is expoſed: (to ſay nothing of ſympathy, and the involuntary 
emotions of love) are plain indications that he was formed for 
ſociety. | God's work was not complete while man was alone. 
But the wants of man cannot be ſupplied, nor his ſufferings alle- 
viated by ſociety without a diverſity of qualifications, And who 
does not know that this diverſity. has been diſcovered, in every 
nation under heaven of whom we have heard orread, and that in 
all ages ? Though it is true, the advantage of it has often been 
. ſmall for want of improvement. As early as the time of Cain and 
Abel there were different employments; Abel was a keeper 
of ſheep, but Cain was a tiller of the ground.“ And this variety 
increaſed in proportion to the inereaſe of their poſterity ; Jabel 
was the father of ſuch as dwell in tents, and of ſuch as have cattle. 
And his brother's name was Jubal : he was the father of all ſuch 
as handle the harp and organ. And Tubal-cain was aninſtrufter 
of everyartificer in braſs and iron, While the number of men 
was ſmall; and they had the whole earth to range in, as the wants 
of ſimple nature were but few, and theſe could be eaſily ſupplied, 
lels attentiop was neceſſary to the refinements of life, - which 
» C 2 | therefore 


© 4 avoid all critical obſervations on theſe paſſages, 1 being foreign to my 
/ preſent purpoſe, 
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See vert ede) de unh inves nue eee > 
Thequality beteten wan agd mud would not be ſo Frem, -en 
they multiplied on the earth. Büt een then, we Ver ibm the 
wbove paſſages, a conhderable inequality, Which quickly iuereaſed, 
decaſioned by their fundry inventiens and occupation. They 
ſoon began to build cities, and io form themſelyes intotothinunities, 
New wants were diſcovered, in conſequence of a reine ment in herr 
Gſte and manners, which multiplies the employments of men, Mm 
order to'ſupply their wants and gratify their curioſtty. Falhten am 
brmament were added to utility, iu dreſs, buildings und furniture. 
Men“ ſonght out many inventions,” which more and more divet- 
iſied their ſtations in life, U n them at Nall further a 
from 4 each other, 

3. A natural conſequence of a variety in men's powers aud 
employments, Was an inequality in their yo ENT. If a man 
had 1 more knowlellge, and was more diligent, he wouldibe able, by 
Invention. and activity to acquire more wealth than the man that 
Vs inferior tc him in theſe reſpocts. Hence the being knowing or 
ignorant, rich or poor, ſoon became mafked diſtinktions among 
mankipd. The learned themſelves are not agteed when money 
Arſt became the grand medium of oommerce, nor- is it of any conſe- 
quence to us. Of this we are ſure that the riches of the'early:apes 
did not conſiſt in gold, fver and other metals; but in articles 
+ Proper for immediate uſe, It is not my pre ſent buſineſs to inquire 
ans the various AD whereby” ſome peo ple accumulate riches now ; 
—— cauſes vill not bear the light, But it maybe Pleshng e 
öbſerve briefly, iow the right of property was fieſt roaring indi- 
. and of courſe deſcended to poſterity. | 

In the beginning of the world,” we are informed by body notes 
«ti all-bountiful Creator gave to man dominion ever all the 
earth; and over the fiſh of the ſea, and over the fowl of the air, 
and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth,” This is 
me only true and ſolid foundation of man 's dominion over exterral 
things, whatever airy metiphy fical fiotions may have been ſtarted 
dy fanciful writers upon the ſubjekt. The earth therefore, and all 
things therein, are the general property of mankind,” being the gift 
of the Creator, And, while the=arth continued bare of inhabitants, 


it is reaſonable t to ſuppoſe, that all was in common among them, 
N an d 
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ming as his iminedibte necefſitics required; Theſe general noidns8r — of 
property were then ſuffirient to anſwer all the purpoſes of Hun 
ie; and might perhaps Hill have anfered them had it been poſſible 
for mankind to haye remained in à ſtate of primeval limplicity. 
The ground was in common, and no part of it was che permanent 
property of any man in particular; yet whoever was in the octupi- 
tion of any determined ſpot of it, for reſt, for ſhade, or the kü, 
Fhuired fot the time a' fort of ef from which it would 
hive been: unjuſt, and -contrary to the law of nature to have drives 
| Hindby force j but the inſlant that he-quittet/che uſe or ocev 
of it, another cht ſeine it without any injuſtice, n $965 
But when mankind incteaſed in number, craft, and ambition, ft 
| became neceſſary to entertain conceptions of more petmanent 
dominion; and to appropriate to individuals not the immediate u 
only,” but the very gubstance of the thing to he-uſed, Otherwiſe 
innumerable tumults muſt have ariſen, and the good order of the 
world been continually broken and diſturbed, while a vatiety of 
rſons were ſtriving who ſhould get the firſt occupation of the 
E thing, or diſputing which of them had actually gained it. In 
the caſe of habitations -and furniture in particular, a property was. 
very ſoon 'eftabliſhetl in every man's houſe and moveables, As 
the moſt valuable part of their property conſiſted in cattle, extonſive 
crafts of land becamenecellary to provide food for theſe, . and fences. 
to keep them from going aſtray, which in time determined the 
boundaries of real eſlates. In the choice of their ſituation, water 
Vas an article af great importance. And therefore the book of 
Geneſis (the moſt venerable monument of antiquity, conſidered 
merely with a view to hiſtory) will furnith us with frequent inſlan- 
des of violent contentions concerning wells. Thus we find Abraham, 
Who was but a ſojourner, aſſerting his right to a well in the country 
of Abimelech, and. exafting an oath for his ſecurity, «becauſe he 
had digged the well.” And Iſaac about ninety years afterwards, 
reclaimed this his father's property: and, after much contention 
"with the Philiſlines, was ſuffered to enjoy it in peace. The queſtion, 
what gave a man an excluſive right to retain in a permanent manner 
chat ſpecific land, which before belonged generally to every body, 


but particularly to nobody, bay employed che Pens of the ableſt 


writer 3 
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writers on natural Jaw : 1 kat they” Aber in fore relparlf | 


on the point, they all ſeem ig agree in this, chat as ocupancy gave 


him a right to the temporary ute of the ſoil, ſo'pccupancy , gave 
bim the original right tothe uhstance ofthe earth hath and was's 
Luſbeient title to him and his poſterity,” 
From this view of the ſubject, it is eaſy to A W 
mating inequality muſt take place among "mankind, in regard to 
eſhons, Nor would the ſtamping an imaginary value on gold 


and ver (merals otherwiſe of little, value) tend to leſſen 


dis inequality. Accordingly we read that * Abraham, was very 


rich in caitle, in filver, and in gold.” And ſoon after, that he 
could command three hundred and eighteen trained ſervants, who 
were born in his houſe; (Gen. xiv. 14.) and that he actually led 
them forth to batile againſt the kings who, had taken Lot captives 


And by tracing the hiſtories of all civilized nations, as far as they 


have. been kpown,..we ſind the ſame inequality prevailing—the ſame 
eauſe producing the ſame effects. And for any number of men to 


"attempt an equalization. in this particular, is only like the builders 


of Babel, to render themſclyes memorable by their folly, 
What is recorded concerning the primitive Chriſtians is not at all 


in point; their ſituation was peculiar to themſelves, „ They bad 


all things common“ for a' ſhort time. But this' was not by the 
command of God, nor with an eye to their being equal in reſpett to 
propeity; but a circumſlance which aroſe from the nature of things. 
«Jeruſalem: was then ſubject to the Romans, and, according to the 
predictions of Chriſt (as underſtood by the Chriſtians) was ſoon to 


be dellroyed. Perſecution raged againſt the diſciples with the 


greateſt fury, All temporal things were conſidered of little value; 
ürſt, becauſe they were of ſuch precarious tenure, and were lik: by 
ſoon to be taken from their owners; Secondly, if not, the owners 
were in danger of being deſtroyed by their perſecutors, and their 


eſtates confiſcated, they therefore did good whale in their power. 
But, thirdly, if neither of theſe had been the caſe, ſuch was the 
love which the Chriſtians had to each other, that, diſregarding 
every thing elſe, they were prompted to part with all things ſooner 


than any one ſhould be in want. Such a ſlate was not likely to 
continue lang: nor was it neceſſary it ſhould : and there forethe Chrif- 


halts were never blamed when it ceaſed, They were only exhorted as 
ia 


* | 
"ſis eg cotlelea” "with pur, tect. For, I mean not 
other men be caſed and you burdened : But by an equality, that 
now at this time your abundance may be a ſupply for their wait, 
and that their abundance alſo may be a ſupply for your want, chat 
there may be equality. As it is written, He that had gathered 
much, had nothing over; and he that Bad gathered little, had no 
lack,” The plain meaning of which is, chat the Chriftians at 
Corinth who were rich, ſhould out of their abundance ſupply the 
wants of the poor brethren in Judea ; and if ever the Corinthians 
ſhould be in want, and thoſe of Judea ſhould abound, they ſhould 

be equally ready to retieve them, that there might be no want on one 
fide, and no fuperfluity on the other. And wherever the love of 
God and our neighbour i is experienced, it will always produce ſuch: 

an equality as this, So St. John-# Whoſo hath this world's 
good, and ſeeth his brother have need, and ſhutteth up his bowels 

of compaſſion from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him p 
But this has nothing to dowith levelling mankind in regard to cheir 
ſubſtance, nay, it is a manifeſt proof of the right of property in 
individuals; ; which indeed was acknowledged by St. Peter when 
reaſoning with Ananias, even at the time the church had all things 
common: „ Why hath Satan filled thine heart te lie to the 
Holy Ghoſt, and to keep back part of the price of the land ? 
{pretending that the whole was given.) Whiles it remained, was it 
not thine own ? and after it was ſold, was it not in thine owt 
power 9 That is, thou hadſt even then power to give the 
money or to withhold it. St. Paul and St. James mention tho 
rich and poor, without the leaſt intimation that there ſhould be 

no ſuch diſtinftions. And if juſlice and mercy were uniformly 
attended to, this difference would be no juſt ground of complaint, 
But when oppreſſion and cruelty prevail on one hand, what can be 
expetted but diſſatisfaction, envy and hatred on the other 7 , 
4. To prevent the evil conſequences which might ariſe from an 
inequality of property, it ſoon became neceſfary for certain regula» 
tions to be formed, to aſcertain and defend the juſt rights of every 
individual, Such regulations at firſt we may eaſily, conceive to 
have been few and ſimple ; but in proportion, as mankind increaſed 

in wickedneſs, artful men found ways to evade the force of theſo 


8 This led the parties concerned to add to the number 
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alter and amend. thoſe, they: had made before, until they became 4 
regular body of Laws.. - But bowever excellent laws might he. 
they could only be binding. either by principle or cam pulſion. 
Where principle was deſtroyed, or diſregarded, and men injured 
each. other by fraud or violence, compulſory meaſures becama 
indiſpenfable. Thus an. executive power was committed to men of 
ſappoſed worth, and added to the legilative ; and thus mankind 
were rendered unegual in another ſenſe, being divided into K. 
\ F&RNORS and THE 'GOVERNED. J 

Our preſent limits will not permit me to treat of the - variouy 
ſyſtems of Government, which different countries haye adopted 4 
nor does it propesly belong to the point in hand. Let the mode 
al government, be what it may, it is impoſſible for it ta be of any 
ſervice hut as it is operative; being ſupparted,: and rendered effica- 
eieus by a forcible and vigorous agency. And whoever are on- 
truſted with legal authority, whether ſupreme or ſubordinate, com- 
parative degrees of greatneſs will be annexed to their offices, whick 

wilt reduce equality of rank much more than any of theprececding 

confiderations. But this ſhould not be conſidered as an evil in itfelf, 

OC „St. Paul's reaſoning concerning the © ſpiritual gifts” of the Corin- 

thian Church, may without any impropriety, be applied to this 

ſubject. Comparing the community to the human body, he argues 

& If the foot ſhall ſay, Becauſe I am not the hand, I am not of 

the body; is it therefore not of the body? And if the ear ſhall fay, 

Becauſe I am not the eye, I am not of che body; is it therefore 

not of the body ? —If they were all one member, where were the 

+ hody ? His deſgn was to prevent or remove. jealouſy and envy 

| onthe one hand, and pride and contempt on the other: ſo that per- 

; fons differently qualified might, like the various members of the 

« body, contribute to the wellbeing of the community. Nor can we 

conceive: a more apt illuſtration of a well regulated nation; the 

head being the ſeat of dominion and influence, the eyes and 

ears are fit emblems of the knowledge and attention of thoſe who 

| have the management of public affairs, and the hands and feet 

| reptefent the activity of the people at large, engaged ten thouſand 
| different ways, each doing ſomething towards the ſupport,” tho 

1 and the proteQuen of the whole, But if the feet * 
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8 10 9 the body, and 2 hands to defend and the Gul, 
becauſe they are not eyes and ears, which. they are no way calcu- 
lated to be, they muſt expect to ſhare in the conſequences, With, 
out the eye todirett and the ear {to liſten, the hands may take hold 
of fire, or lean on the; point of a ſpear, and the feet may be taken 


ov 


in a ſnare, or run to deſtruftion,' So if the eyes and ears ſhould 


diſregard what the hands and feet are doing, or deſpiſe them ag 
mean and contemptible, they may be ſurpriſed to ſind the bad effects 
of their inattention, hen the body is in a dungeon, and nothing to 
be heard but the rattling of chains and the groans of miſery, nor 
any objects to be ſeen but what are loathſome and diſguſting. 
Thus ( che eye cannot ſay unto che hand, I have no need of thee 3 
nor again, the head to the feet, I have no peed of you,“ If thoſe 
who are exalted in life either by propetty or office, would refle& 
bow wretchedtheir ſituation would be but for the. very loweſt order, 
of men —if they would conſider the obligations they are undertothe 
husbandman, the maniufafturer, and the "merchant, they would 
+ reſpeft theſe pillars of the late, and be convinced, that it is their 
intereſt, as well as their duty, to encourage the laborious, part of 
the community, and to be patterns to them of © whatſoever things 
are lovely—and of good report.” The idea which the prophet. 
Iſaiah gives us (Chap. xlix, 23.) of theruling powers, is very 
pleaſing, „Kings ſhall be thy nurſing- fathers, and their Queens 
thy-nurſing-mothers.?* And the ſame idea may be annexed wick, 
equal propriety: to all rulers and magiſtrates. If by their care and, 
attention, they evidenced that they had the welfare of the people, 
eſpecially of the poor, at heart, endeayouring to foſter and provide 
for them; the duty and affeQtion of children would be returned; and 
che pleaſure ariſing from beneyolence in the giver, and that of 


gratitude in the receiver, would render both happy. But if, inftead *« 


of this, their time ſhould be ſpent in “ rivting and drynkegneſs,, 
chambering and wantonneſs;“ in gaming, “ dreſſing, miltreſſing, 


and compliment ;” what have they to expect ? 'Profligacy of man- 


ners in thoſe who. are called great, will quickly contaminate all 
around them. Vice is infectious, and is generally caught by iaferiors 
from thoſe ho move in the higher ſpheres of life, When religion 
is diſregarded, and conſidered only as ſomething to ſuit the i 1gn0= 
rance and ſuperſtition of the vulgar ; and when even moral virtue is 
enly regarded to ſave appearances 3 when temperance and chaſtity: 
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are forced to give place to gluttopy and debauchery; and when 
men of rank treat their inferiors with fuperctlions 1nſolence; as if 
they were beings of another ſpecies, what is likely to be the conſe- 
8 quence ? The inſurrections, rebellions, and revolutions, recorded 
in the hiſteries of various countries give the anſwer. A. detail 
; of theſe would neither be entertaining nor profitable te a religious 
aſſembly; but it might be uſeful to public charafters of every deſerip- 
tion, frequently to conſider ſuch hiſtories. They would then fee 
that, thotigh other cauſes may have ſometimes produced thefe cala« 
mities; yet, they have often been occaſioned by the pride, bigotry, 
trreligion,' immorality, and general miſoonduſt of thoſe who: hyye 1 
bad the management of public affairs; not infrequently through the 
perfitaſions and fanAiniofions artifices of Monks and Friars, and 
ſueh like inſtruments of taiſchief, which ſome (who are, by a figure 
of ſpeech, ealled PE have ere We the. « — of 
God.“ | 
But athaterab the porſemil Gnaden e Rules mad this does not 
excuſe the people from diſcharging the duties which they owe them 
in their civil capacity, as the guurdians and miniflers of the law. In 
- Whatever country a Chriftian lives, and whatever be the mode of 
government, his political fentiments ate determined by the New 
Teſtament, which does not preſcribe any particular form of govern. 
ment, 28 of divine right and univerſal obligation. Regal or impe- 
Hal authority was moſt eemmon, when thoſe pretepts were penned, 
tat relate to this ſubje& 2 yet they may be equally applied 19 dthee 
oſtabliſned forms,” Our duty on this head may be gathered from 
the following paſſages, without much explanation: Rom. xiji, 
1, 2% 5. * Let every foul be fubjet unte the higher: powers 
For there is no power but of God: the powers that be are ordgined 
ef God. Wboſoevet therefore refiteth' the power, reſiſleth the 
ardinanee of God: and they that refit, ſhall receive to themſelves 
dawination; (That is, judgment, or condemnation.) Wherefore 
ye muſt needs be ſubjeR, not only for (fear of) wrath, but alfo 
Fr conſcience fake,”* So 1 Pet. ii. 19, 14- „Submit yourſelves 
to every ordinance of man for the Lord's fake: whether it be to 
the king, as ſupreme; or unto. governors, as unto them that are 
ſent by him for the puniſhment of evil-doers, and for the praiſe of 
chem ues well.“ The _ we learn from thefe words is, that 
| | Chriſtians 


— 
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Fenn me 
Chriſtians are to be ſubject to the ruling powers, At authority, 
oß any nation or people among whom they live, But by ſubjeftion 


ve maſt not underſtand an abſolute or implicit reſignation of their 


perſons, legal privileges, or conſciences to the arbitrary decifions 
of any man or body of men upon earth. When men require an e any 
- thing contrary-to.the commandments of God, ſubmiſſion to them is 


treaſon againſt the the Moſt H ligh, St. Paul repeatedly inſiſted on his 
privilege as a Roman citizen; and the bleſſed Martyrs who ſealed 


rheir teſlimony with their blood, died reſiſting the reigning powers, 


The reſiſting that is criminal, is the oppoſing any of the magiſtrates, 
from the higheſt to the loweſt, in the lawful execution of their office. 
The Apoſtles ſeem particularly to have had in view ſome profeſſors 
of chriſtianity, Who having been Jews before their converſion, had 


their minds filled wich the notion of being ſubject to none but the 
Mzss An. Undet the influence of this deluſion they pretended 


that it was unlawful to yield obedience to heathen magiſtrates, and 
endeavoured to ſpread their opinions, ſo that the church was greatly 
diſturbed by them; To filence theſe, and teach Chriſtians in all 
ages their duty, the divinely inſpired writers gave theſe directions 

: Let every ſoul he ſubjett to the higher powers,” Every coul, 
not only ſervants, but rich as well as poor: not bad people only, 
but the truly pious, who enjoy moſt the liberty of the goſpel : not 
common Chriſtians alone; but miniſters, paſtors, yea apoſtles them« 


ſelves, were to be ſubjet to the ruling powers. Submit yourſelf 


to every ordinance of man for the Lord's ſake. e obedient to 
the civil magiſtrates in all things, conſiſtent with a good conſcience ; 
that is, in all things not contrary to the word of God ; for the 
letter of ſeripture,..muſ} be the rule of conſcience, otherwiſe 
any enthuſiaſt may plead conſcience, when he 1s following his 


' pwn dreams or imaginary (viſions, impreſſions, and other deluſions 
of a diſordered mind. For the Lord's ſake:“ Let not your 


ſubmiſſion to kings and governors be the conſtrained obedience of 
ſervile drudges ; for whatever heathens or atheiſts may think or do, 
to you who are Chriſtians, there is one Lord who ruleth over all; 
conſider your obedience as unto him, and yield it chearfully. 

St. Paul urges the obedience of ſervants to their maſters even in 


= 


common life, from this very motive Servants, obey in all things 


your maſters according to the fleſh ; not with eye-ſervice, as. men- 
N but with ſingleneſs of heart, fearing Gad: and whatſoever 


- 
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ye do, doit heartily, 1 tothe Lord, and not untd men; knowing 
that bf the Lord ye ſhall receive the reward of the inheritance ; 3 fon 
ye verve the Lord Christ.“ (Col. iii. 2224, Eph. vi. 57.) 
What an uoſpeakable privilege is this! To ſee it clearly in ſome 
degree, only conſider, ſuppoſe the Lon Jzxsvs Cunrsr were 
your maſter, in the common meaning of the word, how would you 
ferve him 7 Suppoſe us were a King, or any magiſtrate, how 
' would you obey him ? Surely a pious mind can be at noloſs for an 
anſwer.” You would reaſon thus This is the Saviour of Joſt man- 
kind; he died for my ſins and roſe again for my juftification ; he is 
to judge the world at the time appointed: how highly am I honoured 
to be his ſubjett and ſervant ; I will ſerve and obey him with all my 
heart, faithfully and diligently, and on every occaſion. If a Chriſ- 
tian would thus obey Jeſus Chriſt were he on earth in perſon, com- 
mon ſenſe will teach us, that his authority is not leſſened by his being 
in heaven. And agreeable to the texts laſt quoted, it is the privi- 
lege and duty of all Chriſtians to obey Maſters, Magiſtrates, Kings, 
or any Civil Governors, as freely and ſincerely as they would our 
Saviour himſelf, for theſe are all under his control and authority; 
and lawful obedience to them is, in reality, only obeying him. A 
more ſublime thought on the ſubject could not enter the mind of man. 
Another paſfage of Scripture to which we muſt attend is, Matt. 
Xxit. 21. Render therefore unto Ceſar, the things which are 
Cefar's.” Ceſar was the common name of the Roman Emperors z 
and is tobe underſtood as repreſentative of the civil Governors of any 
country. The image of Ceſar being ſtamped upon the current coin, 
determined his right to receive the tribute money; and the pay ing 
tribute, is rendering to Ceſar the things that are Ceſar's. St. Paul 
expreſsly commands this, (Rom. xin. 7.) Render therefore to 
all their dues : tribute to whom tribute is due, cuſtom to whom cuſ« 
tom. By tribute is meant all taxes or duties on perſons or eſtates; 
and by custom all duties upon goods exported or imported, The 
defrauding Government of any of theſe taxes or duties is the ſame 
as ſtealing our neighbours? property, or robbing on the high way. 
Therefore no Smuggler of any kind is ſuffered to be in our ſociety ;. 
there being an expreſs rule againſt all ſuch abominable praftices. 
If any buy or sell uncustomed goods they are expelled as ſoon as 
they are known, the ſame as drunkards, _—_ fornicators or 
any wicked perſons, | 


Under 


CS 


/ Under this head we may obſerve another thing, lich de 
Apoſtle adds (in the ſame verſe) render © fear to whom fear, 
honour to whom honour. And St. Peter enforces the ſame duty, 
(1. Pet. ii. 17.) “ Fear Ged. Honour the King.“ And to 
ſhew the loyalty of the Miniſters in our connexion, when the 
point was conſidered, (owing to ſome malevolent men having 


falſely accuſed ſome of them, as being diſaffefted to his Majelly,) ** 


the following minute was drawn up in the conference at London, 
Auguſt, 1792. and unanimouſly agretd to by the whole body: 
What rule ſhall be given concerning our condutt to the civig - 
Government? None ofus ſhall, either in writing or converſation, 
ſpeak lightly or irreverently of the Government under which he 
lives, We are to obſerve that the oracles of God command us to 
be ſubjeQ to the higher powers; and that honour to the King is 
there connefied with the fear of God.“ Indeed had there been 
no ſuch ſcripture, we as 2 people, (on. many accounts remarkable) 
have reaſon tolove King George, and to be pleaſed with the civil 
Government, for many privileges which we enjoy. We know 
well that the princigles of perſecution, in the minds of ſome, are 
the ſame they were in Bonner, Laud, and company; and that, 
3s a certain perſon ſaid in a late ſpiteful pamphlet, we (“ are 
indebted to the lenity of the conſtitution,” for being permitted to 
worſhip God in our own way, We deſire nothing elſe ; and for 
the degree of religious liberty which we at preſent enjoy, we are 
thankful. We contraſt our ſituation with former times, and are 
ſenſible of the difference. We do not look upon ourſelves as called 
to reform civil governments, or ſpend much of our time in diſpu- 
ting about ſlate affairs. As far as we know his Majeſty's charafter, 
we conceive highly of him, and admire his perſonal virtues ; and 
we havea conſcientious regard for his conſtitutional prerogatives. 
But, though we believe King George a Chriſtian and a Proteſtant, 
this is.not the ground of our loyalty, We know that heathens 
and perſecutors, of moſt infamous charatter, were the reigning 
powers when the Apoſtles wrote the ſacred ſcriptures z and a 
thoſe ſcriptures are the foundation of our faith, and the rule of 
our conduft in all things, we ſhould feel it our duty to be loyal 
were a Pagan upon the throne ; for, what with ſome is mere 
policy, is r us a caſe of 3 Hence, when St. Paul 
; - _ 


.Exhorts, {4 Tim. ii. 1. a.) © That ſupplications; prayers; inter- 
ceſſions, and giving of thanks be made for all men ; (particularly) 
' for Kies, and for ALL THAT ARE IN AvTromTr,” we 
 eahnot heſitate a moment about our duty. And I. am confident. 
chere are not people in the world, who pray more earneſily and 

conſtantly for King George and his family, than the-Methodiſt- 
Preachers do, as hundreds of Wen in r ark can 
teſtif . 

It would be Arrange indeed, if among ſo many there ſhould be 
no difference of opinion with reſpett to many things of a political 
nature. Some never give themſelves any concern about ſuch 
things ; others, who are men of great reading and thinking, and 
who underſtand ſtate affairs, may ſee many things in adminiſtration 
of which they cannot approve,” But what has this to do with 
their being loyal to the King, and faithful to tlie conſtitution ? 
Adtions ſpeak louder than words: : Who ever knew any of our 
Miniſters, or even private members of our fociety, concerned in 
mobs or riots, or any way Uiſturbing the peace? We endeavour 
to © leada quiet and peaceable | life 1n all godlinefs and boneſty. 
And although as religious people, we cannot but be enemies to war; 
conſidering 1 it as one of the moſt dread fal ſcourges of Almighty God 
to a guilty nation; yet, as our principles allow of teſiſtance in 
defence of ourſelves, our friends, and our legal privileges, ſhould 
any of our enemies invade the land, we ſhall be Found as active in 
oppoſing them as any of our neighbours, * But we pray for peace 


TY 


I ſhould not have dwelt ſo long on the laſt ſubdiviſion, but that I thought 
it necollary to be explicit on the ſubject; and that it was better to put to- 

gether what I had to fay, than to make another diviſion for the purpoſe, 
At the laſt general Conference of our Miniſters, held at Leeds, we publiſhed 
2 cireular letter, dated Auguſt 8, 1793, in anſwer to a circular letter which 
ſome miſtaken men had publiſhed againſt us. In our letter are the following 
words We hold our Sovereign King George i in high eſtimation ; we love 
our country and its conſtitution, and, as far as Chriſtian Miniſters can go 


_ - evifiſtently -with their functions and the oracles of God, will fupport our 


King and Country with all we are and have.” I ſhould not have mentioned 
this now, but that ſome illiberal pamphleteers have ſince then, throw out 
ſome vile innuendos concerning the Preachers, as if they were hot all well 


- afieficd to goverument, I know the Preachers as well as any man knows 


them, 


an 


8 the r and fu dee, 

of that period, when men ſhall learn war no more. The govern+ 
ment of God ſhaft chen be reſtored ; and all nations ſubmitting 
chearfully io the authority of ort Lord, the government of man 
will be of uſe no longer; and the various diſtinchons which are 
now heceſſary to preſerve oder; and overrule the wickedueſa and 


will univenſally prevail, and be the habitual diſpoſition of all the 


inhabitants ofthe earth. That antient prophecy ſhall then be 


fulfilted, Mic. iv. 9, 4, (which, by the way, was never properly 
fulfilled yet) They ſhall beat their fwords i into plow-ſhares and 


their {pears into pruning-hooks: nation ſhall not lift up afword 


againſt nation, neither ſhall they learn war any more.“ The 
ſpirit of the firfl Chriſtians at Jeruſalem will then be 'exemplifted 
by all enkinl; and the glory of God be viſible in every counte< 


Nance, 


them; and I know nohe of them ha are di ſaſſected to either the King ur 
the Conſtitution. Itherefore conſider all fuch enn as mean and 
artful, and deſigned merely to ſorve a party. 

Two things may have led a few very ignorant „ 45 
ſentiments of our Miniſters : firſt, our great diſlike to the Slave. Trade, 
the abolition of which we moſt ſmcerely deſire. Secondly, our firm 
attachment to uhreſttained liberty of conkience, (as mentioned before 
in this ſermon, p. 14-—+4) Which: guy very exiſtence, as a people, 
compels us to defend. With regard to the ſir ſi, it is well known that the moſt 
loyal people in the nation, the prime Miniſter himſelf, to his eternal honour, 
vated for; the abolition of the Slave-Trade ; an invincible domanſtration 
that Royalty is not -luppertied by that infernal. trafic, And reſpe@ing the 
ſocond paint, would any one infiogate that Royalty cannot ſtand without 
the aid of perſecutors 2 without an execrable aft of uniformity, enforced by 
penal (anctiaas? We ble God for the civil conſtitution of this country, 
which ſecures in a tolerable degree, the religious liberty of his Majeſby's 


ſubjefs ; hundreds of thouſands, of whom demonſtrate, that theyrare/ nam 


le(s loyal becanſe they date to think for themſelves on religious topics, and 


wilt net be implicitly led into the. ditch of perdition, by men, whe | 
Know not the Scriptunes, nor the pawer.of God.; (Matt, xv. 14. and aa. 2g) . 


But ſome are ſa ignorant, and others fo. , bigotted, or blinded by 
their own intereſt, that they cannot ſee, or are not willing to allow, the 


nn ſteady attachment to our King and Conſlitution, and 


the 


* 
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Ae Tur) eu, all at attempts to aer Ie I fete! the 
ranks of life and the offices of government, be the mode of eren erne 
ment ever ſo popular) will prove fooliſh and ineffe@na}s , 
III. The laſt ching to debe 555 ee may, 
or may not de equal. wolte, = 
1. Ib is allowed by all bedr . gas is the | 
object of univerſal purſuit; However they may differ in their 
opinions concerning the means of obtaining it, there areofew:whor 
would be bold enough to difpute about its being the end. Waving 
for the- preſent” all common: place declamation concerning the 
emptineſs and vanity of the world, which almoſt every one talks 
of, and very fe conſider, it is certain there can be no ſolid and 
laſting happineſs without God. Happy is that , people whoſe: 
God is the Lord: the people -who- are reconciled to God by 
faith 1 in Chriſt -Jeſus ; who have the loye uf God ſhed abroad in 
(a | wn & 


1 35) - 


the giving up of Reaſon and Conſcience to men who pay little regard to 
either, or they would not deſire, no nor accept of ſuch an offering. King 
George the ſecond knew the difference, when he declared, No man in my 
dominions:ſhall be perſecuted on account of religion while I fit on the 
throne“ And he kept his word. Nor has there been any proper perſe- 
cution by royal authority, in Great Britain or Ireland, ſince his preſent 
Majeſty has reigned. It is true, ſome of our Preachers have been cruelly 
beaten/and inipriſoned, and our friends have been abuſed and fined ; and 
the goods of ſome of them have been ſeized and ſold, when they could not 
pay the fines which were exacted from them for hearing preaching in unli- 
cenſed'places; and this was undoubtedly a ſort of perſecution :' but I am 
perſuaded, King George would never have countenanced ſuch proceedings, 
had the caſes been laid before him. No, moſt of our ſufferings as a people, 

have been either directly or indirectly, owing to a deſcription of men who 
| Ought to have availed themſelves of the labours of the Methodiſt-Preachers, 
and to have encouraged them all they could, had it only been for the ſake 
of the poor; inſtead of extorting penalties, by enforcing Acts whichwere 
intended for very different purpoſes. See Mr. Weſley's Works, and his 
Life by Dr. Coke and Mr. Moore, pages, 247, 497, 450. John Nelſon's 
Journal, and the Lives of many of the Preachers, in the Methodiſts* Magae 
zine, and various other accounts, which are not yet put regularly together. 
See alſo Mr Benſon's © Defence of the Methodiſts, in five Letters,” to the 
Rev. Dr. Tatham. And © A farther Defence of the Methodiſts,” by the ſame 
able writer, in Letters to the Rev. Mr, Ruſſel, Curate of Perſhore, Sold gt 


our Chapels, 
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aber RE eee * 
e weir igiquicies being forgiven and their ſin s- 9 
; Vered : All uch pape. as have their hearts fprined; from an evil 
canſeience, tebug-the; peace: hh paſſeth all wuderſtanding,? 
they are happy and cart uſe the language of Jeremiah, (ham. 
23. “ Tho Latd is tay portion, faithy my foul, therefore, will 1 
Hope in him.“ Tus Ao have & well. grounded hope, in · oppoſi- 
tion to de ſyondency and a gloomy apprehenſſon of what is to come 
0 have peate with God, inſtead of allt ſenſe of the, divine diſ- 
pleaſure which ahrays/eccompanies guilt; | in a word, to enjoy the 
preſence of God in a humble mind as our ſatisfying portipn, is 
t& be truly happy. There is an eſſential difference betwixt 
pleaſure and pain, and betwixt the good thingy of this world and 
che evil; our Lord himſelf allows che diſtinction (Luke xvi. 2g.) 
And what man would be believed, ſhould he declare ever ſo gravely, 
that it made no difference to him whether he had the conveniences 
of life;or not? But this does not weaken the argument befare us. 
Holineſs is efſential to happineſs, for eyen a heathen could diſco- 
ver that * no wicked man is happy; and no man, I preſume, will 
afſirm that titles of diſtinction, or wealth, or power, are in the 
leaſt neceſſary to holineſs, Nor will any (who believe the 
ſcriptures) aſſert that poverty or afflictions need be any, hin- 
derance thereto. St. Paul declares that not many - wiſe 
men after; the fleſh, not many mighty, not many, noble are 
Called.“ (1. Cor. i. 26.) And St. James ſpeaks, to the ſame 
N purpoſe, © Hearken, my belbved brethren, hath, not God chofen 
le poor of this world, rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom, 
which he hath promiſed to them that-love him. (Jam. ii. 5.) 
And with reſpect to afllictions, they are fo far from being an 
hinderince to goodneſe, or holineſs, that they are neceſſary, as 
means, if not always to its beginning, atleaſt, to its being com- 
pleted. So David, (Pal, exix. 675 74.) Before I. was afflicted | 
I-went aſtzay, but now have I kept thy, werd. It is good for me 3 | 
that I have been afflitted: that I might learn thy ſlatutes.“ So 
ae St. Paul. e gs 10,0 0%, Me haue had fathers-of oug 
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. 0 If the 1 wok, he may compare | the following (:xiptures, which 
Contain the fubſtance of what is mentioned above: Pſal. cxliv. 15. 2 Cor* 


V. 1 = na v. 5+ Rom, iv. 7. Heb Xx. 22+ Phil, iv. 7. 
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not much rather be in ſubjection to the father of ſpirits and ive | * 
For they verily for a few days chaſtened us; for their own pleaſure; 
but he for our profit, that we might be partakers of His. hulineſs. 
'S To put the matter in another point of views conſider, hu is 

God happy? That he is ſo, will not be denied. ' Certaihly.the 
Happineſs of the Eternal God, does not atiſe from any, thing 
which he has created; If the great globe and all its inhabitants, 
if the ſun, moon and ſtars, and the whole viſible creation 
Vere annihilated; yea, if men and angels, and all things that 
ever began to be were loſt and ſwallowed up in the wide 
womb of uncreated night, the happineſs of God would be undi- 
miniſhed. would be the ſame it has been from Eternity. Nor ean 
the obedience and adoration of enraptured millions of intelligent 
ſpirits add, in the ſmalleſt degree, to the perfect felicity of the 
ever bleſſed God. The happineſs of God flows from the goodneſs 
of his nature and the harmony of his attributes. In other words, 
God is happy becauſe he is holy. And no human being is pro- 
perly happy, but in proportion to the degree in which he is a 
partaker of the holineſs of God. Out happineſs muſt be entirely 
independant on any creature. It muſt reſemble the happineſs of 
him from whom it is derived, and the participation of whoſe 
nature alone can qualify for, and raiſe the human ſpirit to the divine 
enjoyment. And ſurely the being partakers of this has 
nothing to do with our condition in the world. It is ob- A 

tained through the mediation of Jeſus Chriſt and the aſſiſtance 5 
Ff the Divine Spirit, by prayer and faith. And humiliation, 

ſelf-denial, mortification or taking up the croſs, and all kinds of 

. temptations, loſſes and affliftions are by the providence of God 

rendered ſubſetvient to the increaſe of this ineſtimable bleſſing, in 
thoſe who are in earneſt to ſave their ſouls “ There can be no 
ſubſlitute for holineſs, no religious commutation, or exceeding in 
ſome duties in order to exeyſe ſome ſins. There<is but one 
happineſs ; and one holineſs om A neceſſary to its n 
enjoyed, and mankind may or may not be equal therein. 

2. Protection from danger is not confined to any deſcription 
of men as to their outward circumſtances, The Almighty governs 
all the concerns of the univerſe ; and all good men are objects of 

; his 
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N 41. r been. . X, ad 190 Arn 
© Yparrowsſold-for a farthing ? and one of them ſhall not fall tothe 
ground without your Father. But the very hairs of your head are 
all numbered.“ Men therefore may, or may not be equal in 
reſpett to faſety. "How many great men, yea, princes and kinga: 
have been taken from the earth by untimely deaths, while millions 
of priwate characters have been preſetved in the moſt imminent © 
danger! The hiſtorical books of ſcripture will furniſh abundance 
of iriftances-to exemplify this obſervation : and indeed ſo will the 
hiſtories of all nations. A man is not ſecure becauſe he bas a 
guard around him, if he be a bad man: nor is he left to what is 
termed caſualty, let appearances be ever ſo threatening, if he take 
God into his account. The poor and the rich, che highandl the low, are 
dv ſafe or otherwiſe,” on conſiderations totally unconnetted with their 
* temporal ſituation, It is no part of my preſent deſign to diſcuſs 
1 the doQrinesof fate and chance, I equally renounce both, as equally 
excluding God fromthe government of the world, I only mean ts 
ſhew that the ſafety or danger of any individual does notdepend on 
the trifling difference betwixt his worldly affairs and thoſe. of others. 
Thus we ſee that happineſs and ſafety are the portion of 
accountable creatures, in which they may or may not be equal, 
without atiy reference to birth, property, or any. of the diſtin@ions 
of human life, or the regulations of civil economy. 
| From all that has been ſaid we may obſerve, as all men are 
& equal in points of the greateſt importance, how little room there 1 13 
for vain gloty on the one fide, or diſcontent on the other. Let 
us then all endeavour to fill up our place, and ſerve our generation 
in the beſt way we can, without oſtentation and without envy. 
And as there is not a poſſibility of men being equal in all reſpetts 
while the world continues in its preſent ſtate, let each of us 
take care that we do not go out of the calling of Providence. 
We may be happy and ſafe, by a, proper attention to Jeſus | 
Chriſt and che Eternal Spirits 2 to the duties and promiſes «3 
of the goſpel. "TOP. 
As to the National Fast, in der to n it 8 effica - 
cious, there muſt be a NAT1ONAL REFORMATION. For, what 
- will ik ail us to abſtain a litile while from our food, buſineſs 
and 'recreations, if we continue to go on in our ſins, and 
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| Madoc 7 Will whe A dh cents | 
bleſs and profper ſwearers and curſers 5 fornicatars and adulterers? S 
effeminäte and unclean perſana. e thieves, ; coyetous, :drupkardy, | 
gluttons, revilers and extortioners Pexſons Vho indulge malice, 
envy, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, 'ftrifcy ſeditions, be- 
wohes 2 people who are deceitful; malignant, Whiſperer, ' backs 
biters; haters. of God, proud, - boaſters, diſobedient to; parents, 
implacable, unmerciful ? ſuch | ax; are liars, perjured perſons, 
aen=ſtcalers, unholy, profane ?' or ſuch as have the form of godli- 
neſs, but deny the power thereof?“ Axe cheſe the people: whom 


ce the Holy One of Iſrael” will regard, becauſe they occaſionally wn 


repeat a fe prayers, and are leſs vicious than yſbalfor a few hours ? 
And-Oh! how do theſe abound in this kingdom! I highly ap- 
prove of the conduct of Government in appointing national faſts, 
and obſerve them moſt conſcientiouſly : It is a public acknow 
ledgment of God. Butunlefs we break off our ſins · by repentance, 

and ſeek the Lord with all our hearts, the God of truth, declares, 
„When ye ſpread forth your hands, I will hide mine eyes from 
you: yea, when ye. make many prayers, I will not hear,”+. Loet 
us then by the grace of God, .** ceaſe ta do evil, and learn tai 
Ado well,“ ſo will che Lord be entreated for ps, 1 turn away Tow 
Ta we der t e 5508652 e 6 ut 


See Rom. i. N 1 dine vi. 10. Gal. v. e 1 Tim. i. 955 10 
2 Tim. iii. 5. ; 
"MF" Ifa, 5 1. 153 Sce alſo Iſa, Iviii. and Prov. i 1. 2023 1 ili, TB 


